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ECTOFEST 2001 to be held August 25,2001

ECTOFEST 2001, a music festival featuring both national and regional talent will be held Saturday August 25th 2001 at Kenosia Lake Park in Danbury, Connecticut. ECTOFEST 2001 will begin at noon, and admission is a $20 donation at the gate.  Discounted tickets may be purchased in advance from  the official Web site, www.ectofest.org.

This year's performing line-up includes Edie Carey, Trina Hamlin, Molly Zenobia, and the popular Danbury-based band Jargon Society. Two artists that appeared at the inaugural ECTOFEST in 1999 return this year: Mila Drumke and Rachael Sage.

ECTOFEST 2001 is a benefit for RAINN, The Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network, a non-profit organization based in Washington, D.C. RAINN operates America's only national hotline for victims of sexual assault. The hotline - 800.656.HOPE - offers free, confidential counseling and support 24 hours a day, from anywhere in the country.

RAINN is sponsoring a drive to raise $100,000 during the week of August 22, which is the birthday of its founder, popular musician Tori Amos.  ECTOFEST joins over 100 events in over 30 states and on 4 continents organized by "Torifans" to help the organization reach its goal.

The concept of ECTOFEST originated with several participants in the Internet discussion group ECTO, which was formed in 1991 to discuss the music of singer/songwriter Happy Rhodes. Soon thereafter the topics of interest on the ECTO list evolved to encompass a wide sub-genre of music featuring predominantly female vocals (commonly known as "ectophilic"), pre-dating the Lilith Fair movement of the late 1990's.  Emphasis has been placed on the work of independent artists, who are featured on the ECTOFEST artist roster.

In 1999, two long-time ECTO list members, Chuck Stipak of Danbury, CT and Meredith Tarr of New Haven, CT decided to bring some of their favorite underappreciated artists together for a daylong concert to showcase ectophilic music at its best.  The day was considered a success by performers and attendees alike, convincing the two organizers to repeat the event last year.

Further information on ECTOFEST 2001, including directions to Kenosia Lake Park, artist biographies and advance tickets can be found at www.ectofest.org. Information on the internet mailing list ECTO can be found at www.smoe.org/ecto. Information about RAINN is at www.rainn.org.
